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Chinatown  Perspectives  on  Politics 


Editor's  Note:  This  is  the  second 
in  a  series  of  articles  focusing  on 
local  Chinese  American  involve¬ 
ment  in  American  politics.  Ev¬ 
ery  year  there  is  an  election, 
whether  it  be  on  the  local,  state 
or  federal  level,  and  both  fresh 
and  familiar  faces  emerge  from 
the  Chiense  American  commu¬ 
nity  to  lend  their  support  to 
candidates  of  their  choice.  The 
SAMPAN  set  out  to  learn  what 
motivates  some  of  these  people 
to  become  involved,  why  they 
believe  political  activism  is  im¬ 
portant  and  whether  they  feel 
political  activism  is  on  the  rise 
among  Chinese  Americans. 

In  our  first  article  [April  3, 
1984  issue]  we  talked  to  three 
suburban  Chinese  Americans 
about  their  perspectives  on 
politics.  This  time  we  are  featur¬ 
ing  four  members  of  Boston's 
Chinese  community,  many  of 
who  were  active  in  last  year's 
city  elections.  They  discuss  their 
political  activities  and  views. 

In  a  future  issue  we  will 
continue  the  discussion  with 
three  more  Boston  Chinese 
Americans  and  will  conclude 
with  an  analysis  of  all  the  views 
presented  in  this  series,  high¬ 
lighting  areas  where  opinions 
diverge  as  well  as  converge. 

Aware  that  the  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  by  the  individuals  inter¬ 
viewed  for  this  series  are  their 
own  and.  do  not  represent  those 
of  all  Chinese  Americans,  the 
SAMPAN  welcomes  comments 
from  readers  who  have  differing 
or  similar  views. 

***** 

By  Doris  Sue  Wong 

No  longer  does  Boston’s  Chi¬ 
natown  fit  the  image,  indeed  if  it 
ever  did,  of  being  an  insular 
community  Which  prefers  to  deal 


By  Greg  Miller 

Members  of  the  Chinatown 
Employment  and  Training  Op¬ 
portunities  (CETO)  Council  met 
April  18  with  Joseph  Delgardo, 
minority  coordinator  in  the 
Mayor’s  Office  of  Community 
Participation,  and  Corrine  Long, 
mayor’s  aide  for  constituent 
services  and  liaison  with  China¬ 
town. 

The  CETO  Council  requested 
the  meeting  to  solicit  Mayor 
Flynn’s  support  for  its  current 
efforts  to  secure  a  formal  com¬ 
mitment  of  impact  area  hiring 
from  the  developer  of  the  Lafay¬ 
ette  Place  project.  A  meeting 
earlier  this  year  between  the 
Council  and  Marco  Ottieri,  vice 
president  of  Mondev  Interna¬ 
tional,  the  developer  of  Lafay¬ 
ette  Place,  resulted  in  Ottieri ’s 
assurances  that  impact  area 
hiring  would  occur  through  the 
developer’s  “good  will”  com¬ 
mitment.  Based  upon  previous 
negotiations  with  Mondev  dur¬ 
ing  the  construction  phase  of  the 
project  and  its  good  will  assur¬ 
ances,  the  CETO  Council  is 
asking  the  City  for  clarification 


with  its  problems  and  not  “rock 
the  boat.” 

Chinese  Americans  in  the  city 
want  their  voices  to  be  heard  and 
one  way  they  are  doing  this  is  by 
becoming  involved  in  politics, 
whether  it  be  at  the  electoral  or 
grassroots  level. 

During  last  year’s  mayoral 
race,  five  of  the  nine  candidates 
had  Chinese  community  mem¬ 
bers  working  actively  on  their 
campaigns.  During  the  same 
year,  the  community  succeeded 
in  getting  a  legal  written  agree¬ 
ment  with  Tufts  University  and 
the  New  England  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  (NEMC)  —  believed  to  the 
first  of  its  kind  in  the  nation  — 
that  ensures  the  community 
derives  some  benefits  from  the 
two  institutions  whose  develop¬ 
ments  affect  the  neighborhood. 

Political  Activism  on  the  Rise 

Regina  Lee,  an  attorney  with 
the  Legal  Services  Institute  in 
Boston,  refutes  the  stereotype  of 
Chinatown  as  being  a  communi¬ 
ty  unconcerned  with  politics. 

Lee,  who  co-chaired  the  Chi¬ 
natown  committee  for  Mel 
King’s  mayoral  campaign  last 
year,  sees  more  Asians,  particu¬ 
larly  the  younger  generation, 
getting  involved  in  electoral 
politics.  “People  are  becoming 
much  more  aware  that  for  the 
community  to  have  influence  at 
all,  people  need  to  get  in¬ 
volved,”  she  says. 

People  in  Chinatown,  she 
notes,  have  been  active  on  other 
levels  as  well,  from  community 
organizing  to  coalition  building 
to  taking  stands  on  city-wide 
issues. 

“If  there  is  apathy  at  all,  I 
don’t  think  it’s  because  people 
don’t  care.  It’s  that  people  have 
not  had  an  opportunity  or  means 
of  expressing  their  concerns 


of  its  role  in  this  matter  and  how 
the  city  might  take  a  more  active 
role  in  supporting  and  expedit¬ 
ing  the  community’s  negotia¬ 
tions. 

Lafayette  Place  is  several 
months  behind  in  its  construc¬ 
tion  schedule,  but  is  expected  to 
open  in  late  summer.  The 
InterContinental  Hotel  within 
the  Lafayette  Place  complex 
expects  to  hire  700-800  people. 
Another  200  or  more  people  will 
be  hired  in  its  retail  mall 
complex. 

CETO  Council  member  David 
Moy  pointed  out  the  proximity  of 
Lafayette  Place  to  Chinatown 
and  its  significant  impact  on  the 
Chinatown  community  (i.e.  loss 
of  land  for  housing,  greater  land 
speculation,  higher  rents).  Moy 
also  expressed  the  community’s 
growing  concern  over  Center 
City  and  Washington  Street 
Corridor  development  plans. 
Council  member  Kenneth  Yee 
presented  a  historical  overview 
of  development  encroachments 
into  Chinatown  and  the  resulting 
land  and  housing  shortages  and 
the  unresponsiveness  of  devel¬ 
opers  to  hiring  neighborhood 
residents. 


about  issues,”  she  contends. 

She  finds  that  people  in  the 
community  not  only  care  about 
issues  affecting  their  own  daily 
survival,  but  also  those  concern¬ 
ing  their  relatives,  neighbors 
and  the  future  of  Chinatown. 
“It’s  incumbent  upon  those  of  us 
who  think  of  ourselves  as  being 
in  leadership  positions  to  be  able 
to  tap  into  that  and  draw  that  out 
from  people-,”  she  states. 

Lee  believes  that  if  in  past  city 
elections  the  Chinese  communi¬ 
ty  showed  a  low  voter  turn-out,  it 
was  because  candidates  took  its 
votes  for  granted.  When  candi¬ 
dates  don’t  care  enough  about 
the  community  to  campaign  in 
Chinatown  and  make  bilingual 
campaign  literature  available, 
then  people  in  the  neighborhood 
aren’t  going  to  bother  to  vote, 
she  explains.  “So  rather  than 
blaming  people  in  the  communi¬ 
ty  for  being  apathetic,  we  should 
look  at  where  the  candi¬ 
dates  are  coming  from.” 

She  sees,  however,  a  differ¬ 
ence  in  the  1983  mayoral  race, 
when  all  nine  candidates  at¬ 
tended  a  public  forum  organized 
by  the  community,  at  least  half 
toured  and/or  campaigned  in 
Chinatown,  and  a  few  distri¬ 
buted  bilingual  campaign  leaf¬ 
lets  and  posters.  The  attention 
paid  to  Chinatown  not  only 
means  the  candidates  did  not 
take  its  votes  for  granted,  but 
also  “says  to  us  that  they  think 
the  community  is  powerful,  it  is 
important,  and  it  has  some 
influence  over  their  campaign 
strategy,”  Lee  notes. 

Last  year’s  campaigns  de¬ 
parted  from  those  of  previous 
years  partly  because  the  com¬ 
munity  organizing  people  have 
done  around  issues  such  as 
housing,  institutional  expansion 
and  day  care  services  compelled 
public  officials  to  pay  attention 
to  Chinatown,  Lee  says.  “The 
community  made  its  political 
presence  felt  in  the  last  couple  of 
years  partly  because  of  the 
emerging  leadership  in  the 
community  that  says  to  city 
government  the  community  is 
important  and  deserves  to  be 
recognized.” 

Chinatown  today  has  many 
leaders  who  play  different  roles 
and  who  take  different  ap¬ 
proaches  in  trying  to  improve 
the  status  of  the  community,  Lee 
notes.  Although  she  believes  it 
is  good  for  the  community  to 
have  diversity  in  leadership,  she 
adds  that  Chinatown  needs  to 
develop  more  unity  among  its 


The  Chinese  Consolidated 
Benevolent  Assn.  (CCBA)  of 
New  England  has  submitted  a 
proposal  to  the  State  for  funding 
to  develop  20  new  units  of  family 
housing  near  Chinatown. 

The  CCBA  proposes  to  con¬ 
struct  ten  new  townhouses,  each 
with  two  apartment  (total  of  20 
units)  on  the  South  Cove  Urban 
Renewal  Parcel  7—  currently  a 
vacant  lot  abutting  Bay  Village 
and  used  for  the  last  ten  years  by 
community  residents  as  a  “vic¬ 
tory”  vegetable  garden.  The 


Regina  Lee 


Ron  Yee 

various  leaders.  She  thinks  the 
community  has  begun  to  work 
toward  this  end.  She  cites  the 
Chinatown  negotiating  team, 
formed  to  work  with  Tufts  and 
NEMC  around  the  issue  of 
institutional  expansion,  which 
consisted  of  the  traditional  lead¬ 
ership  of  the  Chinese  Consoli¬ 
dated  Benevolent  Assn.  (CCBA) 
and  the  newer  leadership  repre¬ 
sented  by  a  coalition  of  human 
service  agencies.  (A  member  of 
the  coalition,  Lee  also  sat  on  the 
negotiating  team.)  This,  she 
believes  shows  that  “as  a 
community  we  reached  a  level  of 
political  maturity  that  we 
haven’t  had  in  the  past.  ’  ’  It  took 
compromises  on  all  sides  to 
make  the  negotiating  team 
work,  she  says. 

Lee  believes  that  the  function 
of  government  should  be  to 
serve  those  people  least  able  to 
help  themselves:  low-income 
people  and  minorities.  She  adds 
that  politics  should  be  concerned 


13,480  square  feet  site  is  owned 
by  the  City’s  Redevelopment 
Authority  (BRA).  Parcel  7  is 
bound  by  Church  Street,  Tre- 
mont  Street  and  Jefferson  Street 
and  is  restricted  for  housing 
development. 

Of  the  20  new  units,  18  will  be 
two-bedroom  apartments  and 
two  units  will  be  three-bedroom 
apartments.  There  will  be  off- 
street  parking  for  spaces  for  14 
cars.  The  townhouses  will  be  of 
wood  frame  construction  with 
brick  exterior. 


.£*  / 
Robert  Guen 


with  community  development  by 
increasing  resources  to  the  com¬ 
munity  and  developing  internal 
leadership.  Government  can 
help  foster  internal  leadership 
by  allocating  funds  to  communi¬ 
ties  and  letting  eaph  community 
decide  how  the  money  will  be 
used,  she  says. 

Lee,  who  thinks  it  makes  the 
most  sense  for  the  community  to 
focus  on  local  politics  first, 
believes  the  community  is  ready 
to  see  an  Asian  candidate  run  for 
city  office  and  predicts  it  will  see 
such  a  candidate  emerge  within 
five  years.  Chinatown  has  a 
number  of  talented  and  dedi¬ 
cated  people  qualified  to  run  for 
office,  she  notes. 

Although  voting  is  important, 
Lee,  who  immigrated  to  this 
country  at  age  8,  notes,  someone 
doesn’t  have  to  be  a  registered 
voter  to  have  political  influence. 
One  group  she  works  with,  the 
Chinatown  Housing  and  Land 
Continued  on  page  5 


The  CCBA  is  seeking  state 
support  for  developing  low-in¬ 
come  housing  units  under  State 
Chapter  705  Program,  a  little 
used  housing  financing  vehicle 
for  subsidized  public  housing. 
Under  state  law,  the  Boston 
Housing  Authority  (now  under 
Court  receivership)  cannot  re¬ 
ceive  state  dollars  for  new  public 
housing  construction  while  its 
current  housing  stock  is  in  such 
great  disrepair.  Non-profits, 
meanwhile,  may  apply  for  these 
state  dollars  for  low-income 
housing  construction. 


Employment  Council  Meets 
with  Mayor’s  Representatives 


CCBA  Seeks  State  Funds  to  Build 
20  Units  of  Low-income  Housing 
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Kenneth  Yee  and  Simon  Choi  at  local  fundraiser  for  Reagan-Bush 
re-election  campaign.  [Photo  by  Hetty  Hok-Ming  Lam  J 


Asian  Republicans  Tell  Party 
Members  Community  Concerns 


By  Betty  Hok-Ming  Lam 

Concerns  about  immigration 
law  and  the  welfare  of  the 
Chinese  community  were 
brought  to  the  attention  of 
Massachusetts  Republican  Par¬ 
ty  leaders  during  a  fund-raising 
banquet  for  the  Reagan/Bush 
re-election  campaign  hosted  by 
the  Asian  American  Republic 
National  Federation  Boston 
Club  on  April  17  in  Chinatown. 

One  of  the  local  speakers, 
Kenneth  Yee,  an  attorney  and 
accountant  in  Chinatown,  out¬ 
lined  his  position  on  the  contro¬ 
versial  Simpson-Mazzoli  Immi¬ 
gration  Bill.  He  claimed  that 
Chinese  Americans  would  like  to 
retain  the  fifth  preference  immi¬ 
gration  quota  reserved  for  sib¬ 
lings  of  U.S.  citizens,  expand  the 
colonial  quota  for  Hong  Kong 
from  the  current  350  to  2000  a 
year,  and  establish  a  special 


investment  quota. 

Yee  also  brought  up  the  issue 
of  civil  rights  for  Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans.  He  cited  the  Vincent  Chin 
case  in  which  a  Michigan  judge 
handed  down  sentences  of  $3000 
fines  and  probation  to  two  men 
who  bludgeoned  to  death  Chin,  a 
Chinese  American  draftsman. 

As  a  result  of  angry  outcry  and 
demands  from  Chinese  com¬ 
munities  all  over  the  country, 
the  case  was  sent  to  a  federal 
grand  jury  which  ordered  indict 
ments. 

“However,  this  is  only  a 
remedy  after  the  fact,”  Yee 
said.  “Through  our  dissemina¬ 
tion  of  information,  and  help  of 
you  people  (Republic  Party 
leaders),  we  hope  to  create 
understanding  between  Asian 
Americans  and  Americans  so 
that  this  thing  will  not  happen 
again.” 


INVITATION  FOR  BIDS 

The  Town  of  Smithf  ield  Housing  Authority  will  receive  bids  for 
thefirealarm  modifications  to  Greenville  Manor,  with  Federal 
Assistance  under  the  Low — Rent  Housing  Program  of  the 
United  States  Department  of  Housing  and  Urban  Develop¬ 
ment,  until  2:00  P.M.  local  prevailing  time,  on  the  fifteenth 
(15th)  of  May,  1984,  at  the  Office  of  the  Authority  located  at  7 
Church  Street,  Greenville,  Rhode  Island,  at  which  time  and 
place  all  bids  will  be  publicly  opened  and  read  aloud. 

Proposed  forms,  and  bidding  documents,  including  drawings 
and  a  project  manual,  are  on  file  at  (1)  the  Office  of  the 
Authority;  and,  (2)  the  Office  of  the  Architect,  The  Robinson 
Green  Beretta  Corporation,  2  John  Street,  Providence,  Rhode 
Island. 

Copies  of  the  documents  may  be  obtained  at  the  Office  of  the 
Authority,  by  depositing  a  certified  check  in  the  amount  of 
$25.00  for  each  set  of  documents  so  obtained.  Such  deposit 
will  be  refunded  to  each  person  who  returns  the  drawings, 
specifications  and  other  documents  in  good  condition  within 
ten(10)  days  after  bid  opening. 

Each  bid  shall  contain:  ^ 

a.  A  bid  guaranty  in  the  form  of  a  certified  check  or  bank  draft 
payable  to  the  Town  of  Smithfield  Housing  Authority,  U.S. 
Government  Bonds,  or  a  satisfactory  bid  bond  executed  by 
bidder  and  acceptable  sureties  in  an  amount  equal  to  five 
percent  of  the  bid. 

b. Non-Collusive  Affidavit,  signed  and  notorized  in  duplicate. 

c. Bid,  signed  in  duplicate. 

Applications  available  at  Hebrew  Rehabilitation  Center  for 
Aged,  1200  Centre  St.,  Roslindate,  and  at 
Temple  Beth  Am,  871  North  Main  St., 
Randolph,  on  May  8,  9,  and  10,  from  9:30  to 
2:30  p.m. 

No  applications  by  phone  oh  mail. 

The  successful  bidder  will  be  required  to  furnish  and  pay  for 
satisfactory  performance  and  payment  bond  of  bonds. 

Attention  is  called  to  the  provisions  for  Bid  Conditions 
(Affirmative  Action  Requirements/Equal  Employment  Op¬ 
portunity),  and  payment  of  not  less  than  the  minimum  salaries 
and  wages  as  set  forth  in  the  project  manual  must  be  paid  on 
this  project. 

The  Town  of  Smithfield  Housing  Authority  reserves  the  right 
to  reject  any  or  all  bids  or  to  waive  any  informalities  in  the 
bidding. 

No  bid  shall  be  withdrawn  for  a  period  of  forty-five  (45)  days 
subsequent  to  the  opening  of  bids  without  the  consent  of  The 
Town  of  Smithfield  Housing  Authority. 

THETOWN  OFSMITHFIELD  HOUSING  AUTHORITY 
Doris  G.  LaPolla 
Executive  Director 


Local  Panelist  at  Boston  Conference  Testifies 
Chinatown  a  Victim  of  Neglect 


By  Betty  Hok-Ming  Lam 

Nine  local  representatives 
participated  in  the  second  com¬ 
munity  forum  of  the  Boston 
Conference  April  11  to  testify  to 
a  group  of  national  panelists  on 
issues  facing  their  particular 
neighborhoods  and  the  city  in 
general. 

The  meeting  at  the  First 
Church  of  Roxbury  was  part  of  a 
series  of  fact-finding  efforts  to 
help  shape  the  future  growth  of 
Boston.  Nearly  300  people  pack¬ 
ed  the  church  to  listen  and 
comment  on  developments  a- 
long  the  Washington  Street 
Corridor  which  spans  from  Chi¬ 
natown  to  the  South  End  to 
Roxbury. 

Regina  Lee,  a  local  panelist 
from  the  Chinese  community, 
pointed  out  that  Chinatown, 
although  a  uniquely  important 
place  for  Chinese  Americans 
and  recent  immigrants,  has 
always  been  neglected  from  the 
city’s  development  plans. 

To  recent  immigrants,  China¬ 
town  is  a  place  where  they  can 
shop,  eat,  meet  friends,  receive 
social  services  and  seek  employ¬ 
ment.  And  to  American-born 
Chinese,  the  neighborhood  en¬ 
hances  their  ethnic  identity, 
explained  Lee,  an  attorney  at  the 
Legal  Services  Institute. 


She  said  that  many  downtown 
urban  renewal  projects,  such  as 
the  Mass.  Pike,  Copley  Place 
and  Lafayette  Place,  once  held 
great  promises  of  increased 
employment  opportunities  for 
Chinatown’s  people.  However, 
the  city  is  now  into  its  third 
decade  of  development,  which 
has  proven  to  be  more  a  ‘  ‘plague 
than  a  blessing”  to  the  commu¬ 
nity,  she  contended. 

As  a  result  of  development, 
Chinatown  suffered  severe  loss¬ 
es  in  housing  units  and  garment 
industry  jobs,  she  said. 

“The  few  pieces  of  publicly- 
held  land  had  been  designated 
by  the  Boston  Redevelopment 
Authority  for  medical  center 
use... Private  lands’  prices  dou¬ 
ble  and  triple,”  Lee  said.  She 
also  pointed  out  that  there  are  no 
Asians  involved  in  the  construc¬ 
tion  phase  of  downtown  pro¬ 
jects. 

Panelist  David  Lee  from  Stull 
Lee  Associates,  said  the  Mass 
Pike  project  ended  up  “separat¬ 
ing  and  isolating  the  Chinese 
community,”  and  that  the  ex¬ 
pansion  of  Tufts  University  and 
the  New  England  Medical  Cen¬ 
ter  also  cut  off  the  Chinese 
community  from  surrounding 
neighborhoods. 

Other  grievances  most  com¬ 
monly  raised  by  panelists  and 
the  audience  ranged  from  short¬ 


Chinatown  Spring  Clean  Up  To  Take  Place  May  19 

By  Greg  Miller  neighborhood  clean-up  effort. 

Delgardo  introduced  represen- 
A  community- wide  meeting  tatives  from  the  police,  public 
will  be  held  Mon.,  May  7  from  works,  parks  and  sanitation 
4:30-5:30  p.m.  at  the  Quincy  departments,  who  gave  an  over- 
School  cafeteria  to  plan  and  view  of  their  potential  roles  in 
organize  for  the  May  19th  the  Chinatown  clean-up.  A  fol- 
Chinatown  Clean-up.  China-  low-up  meeting  of  community 
town  organizations,  agencies,  leaders  is  scheduled  for  Wed., 
residents,  youth  groups,  volun-  May  2  at  4:30  p.m.  at  the  Quincy 
teers  and  others  are  being  urged  Community  School.  The  focus  of 
to  attend  to  help  plan  for  this  this  meeting  will  be  to  prepare 
year’s  clean-up  campaign.  for  the  May  7th  community 

Community  leaders  met  April  meeting,  develop  logistics  and 
23  with  Joseph  Delgardo  from  generate  neighborhood  and  or- 
the  mayor’s  Office  of  Communi-  ganizational  support  for  the 
ty  Participation  who  outlined  the  clean-up  endeavor. 

City’s  role  in  the  city-wide  Community  groups  which  at¬ 
tended  the  meeting  with  Delgar¬ 
do  agreed  on  the  need  for 
on-going  clean-up  efforts  in 
Chinatown  beyond  the  one-day 
campaign.  The  May  2nd  meet¬ 
ing  also  will  address  this  issue 
and  examine  strategies  for  en¬ 
suring  continued  clean-up  pro¬ 
grams  for  the  neighborhood. 


WANTED:  Chinese  male 
volunteers  for  simple  confi¬ 
dential  survey  on  traditional 
values  &  kung-fu  movies  for 
doctoral  dissertation 
(UMass).  Henry  Jung  628- 
0216(H)  426-9492 (W) 


age  of  housing,  arson,  unem¬ 
ployment,  discrimination  to  poor 
city  services. 

Panelist  Paul  Grogan,  director 
of  the  City’s  Neighborhood 
Development  and  Employment 
Agency  (NDEA),  said  that  the 
city  is  faced  with  scarce  re¬ 
sources  and  limited  power.  He 
also  admitted  that  basic  city 
services  have  not  been  per¬ 
formed  in  an  effective  mannner 
because  there  has  been  a  lack  of 
active  coordination  of  efforts 
among  city  departments. 

Neil  Sullivan,  neighborhood 
services  coordinator  from  the 
Mayor’s  office,  said  that  Mayor 
Flynn  acknowledges  the  need  to 
address  the  different  problems 
afflicting  the  neighborhoods. 

Two  other  community  forums 
held  focused  on  developments  of 
Downtown/ Waterfront  and 
Copley  Square.  The  five  national 
specialists  in  the  fields  of 
architecture,  government,  city 
planning  and  social  services  will 
return  to  Boston  on  May  12  to 
present  their  findings  and  make 
recommendations  on  the  future 
growth  of  Boston. 


SAMPAN 

Editor-in-Chief: 

Gloria  Chun 

Managing  Editor: 
Doris  Sue  Wong 

Chinese  Section  Editor: 

Betty  Hok-Ming  Lam 

Contributing  Writers: 

Phil  Chew,  Simon  Choi, 

Gloria  Chun,  Tom  Chung, 

Betty  Hok-Ming  Lam, 

Edward  Mclnnis,  Amy 

Wong,  Doris  Sue  Wong 

Translator: 

Betty  Hok-Ming  Lam 

Design  and  Layout/ 
English  Section: 

Gail  Wing, 

Doris  Sue  Wong,  Irene  C. 

Wong 

Design  and  Layout/ 
Chinese  Section: 
Alven  Lam,  Betty  Hok-Ming 
Lam 

Circulation  Manager: 
Edward  Mclnnis 

Distribution 

Fullfillment: 

Henry  Leong 

Subscription 

Fullfillment: 

CACA  Staff 

Special  Assistance: 

Gloria  Chin,  Betty  Wong 

Printer: 

Charles  River  Publishing, 
Inc. 

Typesetting/English 

Section: 

Kwok  Chu  Chiang,  Gloria 

Chun,  Henry  Leong, 
Margot  Leverett,  Gail  Wing, 
Doris  Sue  Wong 

Typesetting/Chinese 

Section: 

New  York  Photo-Type  Co. 

The  SAMPAN  is  a  month¬ 
ly,  nonprofit,  nonpartisan 
newspaper  published  by 
the  Chinese  American 
Civic  Association  (CACA), 
Inc.  and  is  supported  by  a 
volunteer  staff. 

All  donations  are  tax  de¬ 
ductible.  They  will  help 
support  the  continuation 
and  growth  of  this  news¬ 
paper. 

Advertising  Rates:  $5  per 
column  inch,  $80  per 
quarter  page,  $150  per 
half  page  and  $275  per 
full  page.  There  are  sur¬ 
charges  for  Chinese  trans¬ 
lation  and  typesetting. 

Send  letters,  news  items, 
advertising  and  other  in¬ 
formation  for  publication 
to  SAMPAN,  c/o  CACA 
Multi-Service  Center,  18 
Oxford  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Telephone:  (617) 
426-8673  or  426-2768. 

The  SAMPAN  is  mailed 
free  within  the  United 
States  upon  request.  If  you 
plan  a  change  of  address, 
write  or  call  our  office  to 
continue  to  receive  the 
SAMPAN. 
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FINANCE 


Zero  Coupon  Bonds 
—  An  Explanation 

By  the  Money  Man 

Zero  Coupon  Bonds  essentially  are  U.S.  government  bonds  in 
which  the  coupon  is  “stripped”  from  the  bond.  In  other  words,  you 
buy  the  bond  without  a  coupon  or  interest. 

A  buyer  of  a  ‘  ‘zero’  ’  gets  his  or  her  entire  return  at  maturity;  until 
then,  the  interest  accrues  and  compounds  at  the  stated  yield  to 
maturity.  Given  this,  the  price  of  the  bond  is  lowered  to  reflect  the 
current  interest  rate  levels  to  maturity.  Since  bonds  are  sold  at 
current  rates  and  in  $1 ,000  lots,  you  would  now  pay  $456.80  for  a  zero 
redeemed  for  $1,000  in  1990;  pay  $255  for  one  due  in  1995  and  pay 
$105  for  a  zero  due  in  2003. 

Some  advertisements  you  see  note  that  CATS  or  TIGR,  or  some 
other  feline  bonds,  are  being  offered  for  sale.  These  are  the  various 
names  different  brokerage  firms  give  to  their  version  of  stripped 
treasuries.  CATs  stand  for  Certificates  of  Accrual  for  Treasuries, 
while  TIGR  stands  for  Treasury  Investment  Growth  Receipts.  The 
differences  between  all  the  feline  bonds  are  minor. 

The  ability  to  increase  your  money  many  fold  make  these  zero 
coupon  bonds  attractive  for  IRAs  (Individual  Retirement  Accounts), 
children’s  education  funds  or  ordinary  asset  building  programs. 
While  the  compounded  increase  in  the  IRA  is  tax  deferred  until  you 
retire,  when  your  income  is  lower,  other  investment  programs  are 
taxed  at  long  term  capital  gains  rates.  This  rate  is  at  present  very  low 
so  it  should  not  be  a  deterrent  to  buying  these  zero  coupon  bonds. 

There  are  risks,  however,  as  in  any  investment.  One  risk  is  that  of 
changing  interest  rates.  Zeros  are  more  vulnerable  than  coupon 
bonds  to  changes  in  interest  rates,  falling  more  in  price  when  rates 
go  up,  rising  more  when  yields  drop.  Another  risk  to  the  zero  bond 
investment  plan  is  inflation.  No  one  knows  what  the  real  value  of  the 
$1,000  maturity  value  will  be  in  2003,  for  instance.  Still  it  is  better  to 
compound  interest  at  a  rate  of  12  percent  than  at  5  1/2  percent  in  a 
bank. 


Annual  Golden  Age  Center  Banquet 
To  Honor  Chinese  Elderly 


Asian  American  Heritage  through  Visual  Arts 


On  Wednesday,  May  16, 
Greater  South  Cove  Golden  Age 
Center  will  host  its  annual 
banquet  and  pay  tribute  to  the 
Chinese  elderly  community. 
This  gala  celebration  will  be  held 
at  the  China  Pearl  Restaurant 
and  begin  at  6  p.m. 

Proceeds  from  ticket  sales 
($30  for  guest  ticket)  and  contri¬ 
butions  will  subsidize  elderly 
members’  ($10  membership  tick¬ 
et)  meals,  and  the  balance  will 
help  the  Center  open  its  newly 
acquired  facility  in  Brighton. 


This  assistance  will  enable  the 
Center  to  bring  an  array  of 
services  and  programs  including 
shared  and  emergency  housing 
into  Allston/Brighton,  an  area 
with  a  growing  Asian  population 
that  does  not  have  easy  access  to 
the  Center’s  Chinatown  facility. 

To  become  a  sponsor,  patron, 
guest,  or  make  a  contribution, 
call  Roby  at  426-1628.  If  you  are 
a  Center  member,  please  con¬ 
tact  the  Social  Service  office  (423 
-7560)  at  the  Golden  Age  Center, 
5  Oak  Street  West,  South  Cove. 


NEWSMAKERS 


This  column  spotlights  individ¬ 
ual  Chinese  and  Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans  and  their  achievements.  Do 
you  know  a  newsmaker,  some¬ 
one  who  has  made  an  outstand¬ 
ing  academic,  professional  or 
civic  contribution?  Let  us  know 
by  writing  or  calling:  SAMPAN 
Newspaper,  18  Oxford  St.,  Bos¬ 
ton,  MA.  02111.  Tel:  426-2678  or 
426-8681. 


DAVID  LI,  a  sophomore  at 
Charlestown  High  School  in 
Boston,  recently  won  the  second 
annual  citywide  Computer 
Science  Competition  sponsored 
by  Hewlett-Packard,  the  compu¬ 
ter  manufacturing  company.  Li 


On  Saturday,  May  12,  the 
Asian  American  Resource 
Workshop  (AARW)  will  cele¬ 
brate  Asian/Pacific  American 
Heritage  Week  with  a  gala  Open 
House  at  27  Beach  Street  on  the 
third  floor  above  the  Royal 
Palace  Restaurant  in  Boston 
Chinatown.  The  theme  of  the 
AARW’s  1984  Heritage  Week 
program  will  be  celebrating 
Asian  American  heritage 
through  the  visual  arts. 

The  Open  House  will  be  held 
from  1:30  to  5  p.m.  Highlights 
include  an  exhibition  by  nearly 
20  local  Asian  American  artists, 
painters,  photographers,  and 
sculptors;  a  slideshow  profiling 
the  works  of  several  West  Coast 
Asian  community  artists;  an 
on-going  demonstration  of  silk- 
screen  printing;  a  slideshow  on 
Chinese  typography  by  AARW 
graphic  artist,  Eddie  Lee;  and 
presentations  on  the  various 
community  art  and  media  pro¬ 
grams  of  the  AARW.  All  after¬ 
noon  activities  are  free  and  open 
to  the  public. 

Between  5:30  and  7  p.m.  the 


Hearing  Scheduled 
on  CDBG  Funding 

The  Boston  City  Council’s 
Committee  on  Revenue  will  hold 
a  hearing  at  the  Josiah  Quincy 
Community  School,  885  Wash¬ 
ington  Street,  on  Tuesday,  May 
1  at  7:30  p.m.  on  Year  Ten 
Community  Development  Block 
Grant  funding. 


was  awarded  a  personal  compu¬ 
ter  at  a  ceremony  also  marking 
the  opening  of  a  computer 
exposition  at  the  Sheraton- 
Boston  Hotel. 


TONY  T.  LIN  of  Newton  and 
EUNICE  Y.  WONG  of  Salem 
recently  received  honorable 
mention  awards  for  excellence  in 
the  arts.  The  national  Arts 
Recognition  and  Talent  Search 
Program,  designed  specifically 
for  high  school  seniors  and 
others  aged  17  and  18,  selected 
Lin  and  Wong  for  honorable 
mention  for  their  accomplish¬ 
ments  in  music. 


AARW  will  host  a  buffet  dinner 
of  Asian  and  Asian  American 
foods.  From  7  to  9  p.m.  the 
AARW  will  feature  an  evening 
of  Asian  and  Asian  American 
animated  films,  including  the 
award-winning  productions 
from  the  Shanghai  Animation 
Studios  of  the  People’s  Republic 
of  China.  A  suggested  donation 
for  the  dinner  and  films  is  $5  or 
$3  for  the  films  alone.  Reserva¬ 
tions  for  dinner  are  requested. 

Asian/Pacific  Heritage  Week 
was  first  designated  by  Presi¬ 
dent  Carter  in  1979  to  recognize 
the  many  contributions  of 
Asians  and  Pacific  Islanders  to 
the  social,  cultural  and  economic 
development  of  America.  Asian 
/Pacific  American  Heritage 
Week  is  celebrated  nationally 
each  year  by  most  Federal 
agencies  as  well  as  by  the  Asian 
communities. The  AARW  has 


sponsored  major  Heritage  Week 
activities  since  1982  with  its 
historic  commemoration  of  the 
100th  anniversary  of  the  first 
Chinese  Exclusion  Act. 

The  AARW  is  a  community  art 
center  based  in  Boston  China¬ 
town.  Since  1979,  the  AARW 
has  worked  to  promote  pride  and 
understanding  in  the  Asian 
American  experience  through 
art,  culture,  and  historical  edu¬ 
cation.  The  AARW  sponsors  a 
variety  of  programs  and  activi¬ 
ties  throughout  the  year,  inclu¬ 
ding  cultural  performances, 
workshops,  exhibitions,  history 
and  media  projects  and  film 
showings. 

For  more  information  about 
Asian/Pacific  American  Heri¬ 
tage  Week  and  the  AARW, 
please  call  Peter  Kiang  at  (617) 
426-5313. 


REAL  ESTATE 


RESTAURANT  FOR  SALE 

Chinese  restaurant  on 
main  street.  Seating  capa¬ 
city  150.  Full  equipment, 
full  liquor  license.  Build¬ 
ing  and  land  included.  Call 
[401)397-5513.  ' 


Hebrew  Rehabilitation  Center  for  Aged  announces 

APARTMENTS  FOR  THE  ELDERLY 
AND  ELDERLY  WITH  SPECIAL  NEEDS 

Goldie  and  Louis  Trilling  House 
640  North  Main  Street,  Randolph,  MA 

Occupancy  late  October,  1984.  For  ages  62  and  over.  Rent 
subsidies  for  qualified  elderly  based  on  30  percent  of  annual 
income,  in  accordance  with  HUD  regulations.  All  units 
available  on  open-occupancy  basis. 

Applications  available  at  Hebrew  Rehabilitation  Center  for 
Aged,  1200  Centre  St.;and  at  Temple  Beth 
Am,  871  North  Main  St.,  Randolph,  on  May  8, 
9,  and  10,  from  9:30  a.m.  to  2:30  p.m. 


Equal  Housing 
Ooooct  unity 


ADVERTISE 
in  the  > 
SAMPAN 
New 

England's 
Only 
Biweekly 
Bilingual 
Newspaper 
Serving  the 
Chinese 
Community! 
Call  us  at 
426-8681 


Coveting  Eastern  Massachusetts 


Help  Us  Celebrate 
Our  50th  Anniversary 

Special  Prices  on  All  Items 

CANNER’S 
FURNITURE, 

620  Washington  St.  •  Boston,  MA  02111  •  Tel.  542-3210 
(Corner  of  Washington  and  Essex  St.) 


INC. 


BEDS 

KITCHEN  SETS 
LIVING  ROOM  SETS 
BEDROOM  SETS 
DINING  ROOM  SETS 
STEREO  TABLES,  LAMPS,  ETC. 


from  $199 -$2298 
from  $149  —  $  899 
from  $349  —  $3499 
from  $499  —  $2999 
from  $799  —  $2699 


4  HUGE  FLOORS  TO  CHOOSE  FROM 

Easy  credit  terms  •  One  year  free  lay-a-way 
•  Free  delivery  •  Free  set  up  •  Free  service 
Open  Mon.-Sat.  from  9:30a.m.-7  p.m.  and  Sunday  from  12-6  p.m. 


Stylish  Modern 
Apartments 


Quincy  Commons— 328-6727 

1  Canton  Rd.,  Quincy 

Brockton  Commons— 584-2373 

55  City  Hall  Plaza,  Brockton 

Tribune  Apartments— 875-8861 

46  Irving  St.,  Framingham 

The  Chester  Apartments— 696-9010 

525  Massachusetts  Ave.,  Boston 


Stratton  Hill  Park-852-0060 

161  W.  Mountain  St.,  Worcester 

Faxon  Commons— 472-6766 

1001  Southern  Artery,  Quincy 

Stone  Run  •  east— 331-2525 

8  Old  Stone  Way,  Weymouth 


Saugus  Commons— 233-8477 

21  Newhall  Ave.,  Saugus 

McNamara  House— 783-5490 

69  Holton  St.,  Allston 

Kent  Village— 545-2233 

152  Kent  St.,  Scituate 


Open 

Daily  © 

10-6  P.M. 

No  Pets  Please 


Hanover  Legion  Elderly  Apartments— 871-3049 

Spring  St.,  Hanover 

Channing  Terrace  Apartments— 757-9239 

26  Channing  St.,  Worcester 

Academy  Building  Apartments— 674-1111 

102  South  Main  St.,  Fall  River 

Lincoln  School  Apartments— 749-8677 

86  Central  St.,  Hingham 

Weymouth  Commons/east— 335-4773 

66  Rockway  Ave.,  Weymouth 

Andover  Commons— 470-2611 

30  Railroad  St., 

Andover 


EQUAL  HOUSING 
OPPORTUNITY 


Managed  by  John  M.  Corcoran  &  Co. 
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Cambodian  Community  Installs  New 
Spiritual  Leader  at  New  Year's  Celebration 


By  Edward  Mclnnis 

Close  to  one  thousand  Boston- 
area  Cambodians  April  14  cele¬ 
brated  the  arrival  of  New  Year’s 
as  well  as  the  installation  of  a 
new  spiritual  leader. 

Seated  on  a  raised  platform  in 
the  Somerville  Armory,  wearing 
a  long  orange  robe,  surrounded 
by  flowers,  candles  and  food, 
Ying  Chhorp  Bun  dispensed 
blessings  and  advice.  Through 
Mr.  Lek,  the  translator,  Bun  said 
that  he  left  Cambodia  in  1974 
before  the  government  fell  tQ  the 
communists.  He  stayed  at  the 
Mayemom  Buddhist  Temple  in 
Thailand  for  nine  years  until  he 
was  petitioned  by  the  Cambodi¬ 
an  community  of  Massachusetts 
to  come  to  Boston  to  be  their 
monk.  He  arrived  in  Boston  in 
November  1983. 

Lek  elaborated  on  the  New 
Year’s  observance,  “New  Years 
is  usually  April  13-15.  In  Cambo¬ 
dia,  we  normally  celebrated  for 
seven  days.  But  here  we  cannot 
do  this.  Usually,  in  Cambodia, 
we  went  to  the  temple  on  New 
Year’s  —  the  Armory  —  is 


the  temple  for  today.  We  have 
no  permanent  temple  in  Boston. 
We  are  looking  to  buy  a  house  to 
make  into  a  temple,”  he  said. 

A  stream  of  people  offered 
wrapped  presents  to  the  monk 
who  gave  blessings  in  return. 
Through  Lek,  Bun  said,  ‘  ‘It  is  an 
old  custom.  All  Cambodians  in 
Boston  believe  in  Buddhism. 
There  is  no  politics,  only 
religion.” 

Phaly  Prak,  one  of  the  cele¬ 
brants,  said,  “We  usually  give 
presents  to  the  monk  once  a 
year— soap,  candles,  clothing. 
But  the  monk  can  only  own  two 
changes  of  clothing.”  She  added 
that  the  eating  of  special  foods 
was  another  feature  of  the 
celebration.  “There  are  special¬ 
ly  prepared  noodles,  coconut 
meal  soup,  and  cakes  made  of 
sweet  rice  outside  and  green 
bean  and  pork  inside.” 

She  commented  that  the  monk 
gives  advice  to  the  community  of 
celebrants.  In  particular,  she 
said,  the  monk  reminds  people 
of  the  five  precepts  of  Cambo¬ 
dian  Buddhism.  “Do  not  kill 
living  things,  do  not  steal,  do  not 
lie,  do  not  engage  in  adultery 
i  and  do  not  drink  alcohol.” 


HELP  WANTED 


EDUCATIONAL  CLEARINGHOUSE  COORDINATOR 

Oxfam  America,  a  non-profit,  international  development 
agency,  needs  person  to  manage  the  agency’s  clearinghouse 
of  educational  materials.  Will  select  and  market  educational 
materials,  coordinate  and  implement  distribution  process,  and 
write  catalogue  and  promotional  flyers. 

Must  have  two  years  work  experience  in  publishing  and/or 
marketing  educational  resources.  Knowledge  of  literature  and 
audio-visual  materials  on  Third  World  issues.  Excellent 
administrative  skills. 

Salary  $15,500 -16,500.  Good  benefits.  To  apply,  send  resume 
to:  Candace  Hall,  Oxfam  America,  115  Broadway,  Boston  MA 
02116.  No  phone  calls  please. 


Oxfam  America  is  an  equal  opportunity  employer, 
encourage  women  and  minorities  to  apply. 


We 


CAM  EX  is  among  those  rarest  of 
companies  with  technology  so  ad¬ 
vanced,  it  created  an  industry.  Ours  is 
CAD/CAP,  Computer-Aided  Design/ 
Computer-Aided  Publishing,  the  field  that’s 
building  around  our  state-of-the-art  Super- 
Setter  and  other  interactive  graphic  com¬ 
position  systems.  Join  a  new  industry  with 
the  people  who  started  it  all  at  CAM  EX. 

QA  INSPECTOR 

Working  from  blueprints,  drawings  and 
written  instructions,  you’ll  take  respon¬ 
sibility  for  accepting/ rejecting/ordering 
rework  of  cables,  circuit  boards,  assemblies 
and  subassemblies  during  in-process  and 
final  inspections.  Also  involves  incoming 
parts  inspection,  report  preparation  and 
record  maintenance.  This  position  requires 
a  MINIMUM  OF  TWO  YEARS’  inspection 
experience  in  the  electronics  industry. 

Along  with  the  exciting  future  of  a  young, 
dynamic  organization,  CAMEX  offers  fully 
competitive  salaries  and  comprehensive 
benefits  that  include  company-paid  medical/ 
dental  coverage  and  tuition  reimbursement 
— all  in  an  untraditionally  open,  non-smoking 
[  environment  right  near  South  Station.  Please 

call  Gisele  Gauthier,  Wednesday-Friday,  for 
an  application  at  426-3577,  CAMEX,  Inc.,  210 
Lincoln  St,  Boston,  MA021 11. 

An  Equal  Opportunity  Employer. 

CAM  EX 

A  GRAPHIC  EXAMPLE  OF  SUCCESS 


A  Pioneering  Look  at 
American  and  Chinese  Architecture 


By  Edward  Mclnnis 

The  current  exhibition  at  the 
Chinese  Culture  Institute  (CCI) 
is  a  pioneer  attempt  to  examine 
the  mutual  influence  of  Ameri¬ 
can  and  Chinese  architecture, 
according  to  Institute  President 
Doris  Chu. 

“East  Meets  West,  Architec¬ 
ture  as  a  Means  of  Bi-Cultural 
Communication”  consists  of  ov¬ 
er  100  photographs,  drawings 
and  models  representing  the 
work  of  over  40  architects.  The 
architects  include  American- 
born  Chinese,  as  well  as  Chinese 
architects  with  Western  training 
and  Americans  who  use  Chinese 
themes  in  their  work. 

“To  date,  there  have  been  no 
publications  or  exhibitions  re¬ 
garding  contemporary  Chinese 
architecture,”  said  Chu.  “This 
exhibit  will  be  a  pioneer  in  this 
field.  Therefore,  instead  of 
attempting  to  establish  defini¬ 
tions  and  answers,  the  exhibit 
seeks  to  open  up  a  forum  for 
discussion  on  the  future  role  of 
Chinese  architecture.” 

Exhibits  range  from  the  se¬ 
rene  Margarett  Clapp  Library  in 
Wellesley  College,  Massachu¬ 
setts,  designed  by  local  architect 
Paul  Sun  to  the  pagoda-topped 
Railroad  Station  Complex  in 
Taipei  designed  by  Chu-Yuan 
Lee. 

According  to  CCI  Program 
Coordinator  Glenn  Braverman, 
the  Clapp  Library  exemplifies 


one  of  the  most  inportant  charac¬ 
teristics  of  Chinese  architecture: 
harmony  with  the  natural  sur¬ 
roundings.  “The  library  is  very 
beautiful.  Water  and  earth  are 
integral  parts  of  the  design.” 

On  the  other  hand,  according 
to  Braverman,  the  Taipei  Rail¬ 
road  station  is  stylistically  Chi¬ 
nese  but  functionally  it  is  strictly 
a  Western  concept. 

Line  drawings  and  photo¬ 
graphs  of  the  Bowen  House  in 
Chelsea,  Vermont,  show  a  har¬ 
mony  with  the  landscape.  “The 
actiud  shape  of  the  house  is  the 
same  as  the  shape  of  Jthe 
surroundings,”  he  noted.  The 
Bowen  House  was  designed  by 
Boston-born  architect  Frank 
Chang. 

“Chinese  architecture  is  based 
on  an  underlying  concept  that 
reflects  an  understanding  of  the 
relationships  between  man  and 
nature,”  said  Chu.  “In  addition 
to  aesthetic  considerations,  one 
can  seek  a  new  way  in  which  our 
environment  can  be  exploited 
more  constructively.  Chinese 
architecture  is  based  on  the 
optimum  adaptation  to  the  natu¬ 
ral  environment,  and  is  a  system 
that  describes  how  man  achieves 
and  maintains  harmony  between 
the  technology  and  the  forces 
that  act  in  nature.” 

The  “East  Meets  West”  archi¬ 
tectural  exhibit  will  nm  through 
June  30  at  the  Chinese  Culture 
Institute,  272  Tremont  Street, 
Boston.  Viewing  hours  are  from 
11  a.m.  to  4  p.m.,  Tuesday 
through  Saturday.  After-hour 
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viewing  may  be  possible  with 
groups  of  ten  or  more.  For  more 
information,  call  (617)  542-4599. 

In  addition,  Paul  Sun,  a 
principal  architect  of  Shepley, 
Bulfinch,  Richardson  and  Ab¬ 
bott,  will  give  a  lecture  at  the 
Institute  on  May  8  at  6  p.m.  The 
title  of  the  lecture  is  “Cultural 
Identity  Through  Architecture: 
An  Analysis  of  Buildings  in  the 
Chinatowns  of  America.” 

Also,  Tunney  Lee,  deputy 
commissioner  of  the  State  Divi¬ 
sion  of  Capital  Planning  and 
Operations  will  moderate  a 
panel  discussion  entitled  “East 
Meets  West:Architecture  as  a 
Means  of  Bi-Cultural  Communi¬ 
cation.”  Cost  of  attendance  at 
both  lecture  and  panel  discus¬ 
sion  is  $3.50  for  Institute  mem¬ 
bers  and  $5  for  non-members. 


Photos  Needed 
for  Publication  about 
Massachusetts  Chinese 

The  Chinese  Culture  Institute 
is  in  the  final  stages  of  research 
for  its  publication  about  Chinese 
in  Massachusetts.  It  is  looking 
for  photos  related  to  the  Chinese 
experience  in  Boston  and  Mass¬ 
achusetts.  People  who  have  or 
know  of  any  such  photos  are 
urged  to  contact  the  Chinese 
Culture  Institute,  272  Tremont 
Street  (next  to  the  Wang  Center 
of  the  Performing  Arts,  tel. 
542-4599. 


EMERGING  STRENGTHS  - 
Sat.,  May  5  from  9a.m.-6p.m.  at 
MIT,  77  Mass.  Ave.,  Bldg.  10 
Rm.  250,  Cambridge.  A  one-day 
conference  sponsored  by  Asian 
Sisters  in  Action  focusing  on 
personal  and  collective  develop¬ 
ment  for  Asian  and  Pacific 
American  women.  Keynote 
speaker  May  Louie,  a  founding 
member  of  the  Chinatown  Peo¬ 
ple’s  Progressive  Assn,  and  the 
Chintown  coordinator  of  the  Mel 
King  campaign,  will  speak  on 
the  theme  of  empowerment  for 
Asian  Americans  as  individuals 
and  as  a  group.  Workshops  will 
follow  in  the  areas  of  career, 
community  and  family.  Confer¬ 
ence  to  conclude  with  a  dance  in 
the  evening  at  MIT’s  Burton 


House  Dining  Hall.  Registration 
fee  of  $12  ($7  for  students  and 
low-income  people)  includes  ad¬ 
mission  to  the  dance.  Contact: 
ASIA,  c/o  Anna  Fang,  96 
Chestnut  St.,  #2,  Brookline,  MA 
02146,  tel.  731-2516. 


ASSERTIVENESS  AWARE¬ 
NESS  -  Sat.,  May  19  from 
9a.m.-12  noon  at  Northeastern 
University,  Ell  Center,  360  Hun¬ 
tington  Ave.,  Rm.  346,  Boston. 
Workshop  presented  by  Asian 
Professional  Women  to  focus  on 
cultural  barriers  that  prevent 
Asian  women  from  being  asser¬ 
tive.  Participants  learn  how  to 
become  more  assertive  through 
role  playing  work  situations. 


Connie  Chan,  clinical  psycholo¬ 
gist  at  the  Counseling  Center  at 
U.  Mass. -Boston,  will  co-lead 
the  workshop  with  Sara  Ting,  a 
junior  account  executive  at 
WROR’s  sales  department. 
Workshop  size  will  be  limited 
and  pre-registration  required. 
$2  donation  requested.  Tel: 
Christina  Chan  at  731-2516  or 
Sara  Ting  at  522-5136. 


INTERNATIONAL  KITE  FES¬ 
TIVAL  -  Begins  Thurs.,  June  21 
from  4-6p.m.  at  Boston  Archi¬ 
tectural  Center,  320  Newbury 
St.,  Boston.  Six-week  course  for 
children  ages  9-12  exploring 
foreign  cultures  through  their 
kite  traditions  and  construction 
techniques.  Kite  types  include 
Japanese  Nagasaki  Hata  kites, 
Chinese  centipede  and  fish 
kites,  and  others.  $65  fee.  Tel: 
536-3170. 


IMAGES  OF  WOMEN  IN  CHI¬ 
NESE  ART  -  Through  July  8  at 
the  Fogg  Art  Museum,  32 
Quincy  St.,  Cambridge.  Paint¬ 
ings,  sculpture,  ceramics  and  a 
woodblock  print  book  surveying 
the  representation  of  women  in 
Chinese  art  in  relation  to  the 
Confucian  definition  of  the  ideal 
woman  in  family  and  society; 
traditional  occupations;  Imperi¬ 
al  Palace ;  and  religious  imagery. 
$2  admission  for  general  public, 
$1  for  students  and  elderly.  Tel: 
495-2387. 


MAINTENANCE/ 

JANITORIAL 

Experienced  mainte¬ 
nance/janitorial  person 
needed  part-time,  begin- 
ing  around  May  1 .  Must  be 
fluent  in  both  Chinese  and 
English,  and  must  have 
phone.  Please  call  567- 
71 02  for  more  information. 


CABLEVISION  OF  BOSTON 

Cablevision  of  Boston  is  seeking  qualified  applicants  for  Sales 
Support,  Customer  Service  and  Sales  Representatives. 

Customer  Service/Sales  Support  Representatives 

Candidates  should  have  a  pleasant  telephone  manner,  some 
CRT  experience  helpful.  Positions  available  in  all  shifts,  full 
and  part  time  openings  available. 

Interested  candidates  should  contact: 

Customer  Service  applicants:  Terri  Mardis  at  787-6653  or 
Glisel  Medina  at  367-9141. 

Sales  Support  applicants:  Judy  Thomas  at  787-6610  or 
Glisel  Medina  at  367-9131 

Sales  Representatives 

Applicants  will  sell  cable  T.V.  through  door-to-door 
canvassing  and  in-home  presentations.  Qualified  candidates 
should  have  a  neat  and  clean  appearance,  good  communica¬ 
tions  skills  and  their  own  vehicle.  Related  direct  sales 
experience  or  college  degree  a  plus.  Interested  applicants 
should  forward  their  resume  to: 

Mr.  Charles  Buie 
c/o  Cablevision  of  Boston 
28  Travis  Street 
Allston,  MA.  02134 
telephone:  787-6780 

Cablevision  of  Boston  is  an  Equal  Opportunity/Affirmative 
Action  Employer  who  agrees  to  hire  minority  members, 
Boston  residents  and  others. 
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Continued  from  page  1 

Development  Task  Force,  dem¬ 
onstrates  this  point  in  that  many 
of  its  active  members  are  immi¬ 
grants,  she  says.  “By  their 
presence  at  public  hearings  and 
demonstrations  and  willingness 
to  speak  up  in  the  community  on 
issues  such  as  housing  and 
institutional  expansion  (they 
have)  exerted  pressure  on  gov¬ 
ernment  to  be  more  respon¬ 
sible.” 

Coming  from  a  family  which 
stressed  the  importance  of  com¬ 
munity  work  (her  grandfather 
was  an  original  charter  member 
of  New  York’s  CCBA  and  her 
father,  CCBA  president  for  two 
terms),  Lee  has  always  worked 
on  issues  at  the  grassroots  level. 
However,  also  a  product  of  the 
era  when  government  coverups 
about  Vietnam  and  Watergate 
surfaced,  she  retains  a  deep 
suspicion  about  government. 
Last  year  was  the  first  time  she 
worked  on  a  campaign,  spurred 
to  join  by  the  conviction  that  Mel 
King  is  a  man  of  integrity, 
creative  thought  and  intelli¬ 
gence. 

Lee  cautions  against  overgen¬ 
eralizing  about  politics  and 
politicians.  She  advises  that 
before  you  support  a  candidate, 
you  first  carefully  examine  the 
candidate's  record  and  stances 
to  make  sure  the  candidate 
meets  your  criteria. 

Chinatown  could  be  powerful 
if  it  voted  as  a  block,  Lee 
believes,  only  if  people  cast  their 
votes  for  a  candidate  because 
they  are  making  an  intelligent 
informed  choice. 


Gaining  Recognition 

Bill  Chin,  former  president  of 
the  CCBA  and  a  Chinatown 
businessman,  remembers  days 
not  so  long  ago  when  public 
officials  ignored  the  community 
because  it  lacked  votes.  Getting 
a  health  inspector  to  come  to  the 
neighborhood  was  then  a  “big 
deal,”  he  recalls. 

This  disregard  for  the  commu¬ 
nity  led  Chin  to  decide  that  he 
had  to  become  involved  in 
politics  to  get  the  City  to 
respond.  He,  along  with  others 
including  his  brother  Frank, 
organized  a  group  to  air  grie¬ 
vances  to  the  City.  As  the  group 
gained  recognition  by  public 
officials  and  community  mem¬ 
bers  alike,  “more  people  (in 
Chinatown  began)  making 
noise,”  Chin  says. 
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YOUTH  COUNSELOR/ 
OUTREACH  WORKER— 

Chinese  YES,  a  non-profit 
community  agency,  is 
seeking  to  hire  one  F.T. 
counselor  to  work  with 
Asian  youths,  ages  12-21. 
Bilingual  skills  preferred. 
Training  provided.  Re¬ 
sume  to:  Boston  Chinese: 
YES,  199  Harrison  Ave.f 
Boston,  MA.  02111.  For 
more  information,  call 
432-4243. 


MAINTENANCE 

WORKER 

CAMEX  needs  someone, 
preferably  with  mainte¬ 
nance  experience,  willing 
and  able  to  handle  all 
cleaning,  including  order- 
ing/stock  supplies;  mov¬ 
ing  and  setting  up  furni¬ 
ture;  emptying  trash; 
stringing  cables;  and 
handling  whatever  else 
comes  up.  Full-time,  flexi¬ 
ble  schedule,  although  11 
a.m.-8  p.m.  is  preferred. 
Good  attitude  and  judg¬ 
ment  required.  Please  call 
Gisele  Gauthier,  Wednes- 
day-Friday,  for  an  applica¬ 
tion  at  426-3577. 


Chin,  who  was  born  and  spent 
most  of  his  life  in  Chinatown, 
believes  that  such  political  in¬ 
volvement  as  well  as  numerous 
other  community  activities  on 
behalf  of  Chinatown  brought 
him  and  his  brother  a  loyal 
following  in  the  neighborhood. 

To  be  effective  in  politics, 
Chin  believes  friendships  must 
be  built  not  only  with  politicians, 
but  also  within  the  community. 

“You  get  the  people  to  vote 
not  just  based  on  the  principle  of 
voting,  how  good  it  is  and,  if  you 
don’t  vote,  how  bad  it  is.  You 
base  it  on  friendship, too... I  call 
you  up  to  do  me  a  favor. .  .You  go 
out  to  vote,  it’s  for  me.  Many  of 
them  do  it  like  that,”  he 
explains.  “In  Chinatown,  you. 
live  in  a  small  community  (where 
the)  personal  touch  is  very 
important.  You  remember  that, 
no  matter  what.” 

Even  though  awareness  about 
electoral  politics  has  increased 
in  the  community  through  the 
years,  Chin  says,  Chinatown 
leaders  also  have  a  responsibili¬ 
ty  to  continue  promoting  the 
positive  aspects  of  voting. 

‘  ‘There’s  the  market,  there’s  the 
people  who’ve  got  the  right  to 
vote.  (We)  have  to  have  people 
to  lead  them  to  vote,  to  explain  to 
them  why  voting  is  important,” 
he  states. 

Chin  believes  that  of  all  the 
Chinatowns  in  the  U.S.,  Bos¬ 
ton’s  has  the  highest  percentage 
of  voter  tum-out.  He  says  that  of 
those  who  do  vote  in  Boston,  the 
majority  are  immigrants  who 
recently  became  citizens  and  are 
eager  to  make  use  of  their  newly 
acquired  rights.  Another  group 
with  high  voter  participation,  he 
adds,  are  the  elderly,  who  have 
lived  here  a  long  time,  experi¬ 
enced  discrimination,  and  now 
have  the  right  to  vote,  a  power 
which  could  help  get  rid  of  past 
and  current  injustices  against 
the  Chinese  community.  He 
thinks  those  with  the  lowest 
voter  tum-out  are  American- 
born  Chinese. 

During  past  mayoral  elec¬ 
tions,  Chin  claims,  he  and  Frank 
helped  Kevin  White  carry  85 
percent  of  the  votes  in  China¬ 


town,  They  were  able  to  carry 
such  a  high  percentage,  he  says, 
because  they  campaigned  hard, 
have  been  in  the  community  for 
over  30  years  and  developed  a 
reputation  of  working  for  the 
good  of  the  entire  neighborhood. 
“(We)  really  care  for  the  Chi¬ 
nese  community,  not  just  for 
getting  a  job  in  the  City  or  (being 
a)  big  shot  (who)  takes  pictures 
with  a  politician  —  those  are 
minor.  We  do  have  our  heart  and 
our  mind  the  Chinese  communi¬ 
ty.  So  the  people,  the  public,  the 
Chinese  over  here,  they  know 
who’s  the  guy  who  really  cares 
about  them.  So  when  you  call 
upon  them,  they  follow  you... 
They  wholeheartedly  trust  you, 
no  doubt.” 

According  to  Chin,  Kevin 
White  was  the  first  candidate  he 
and  his  brother  supported  for 
public  office  because  the  former 
mayor  understood  their  philoso¬ 
phy  of  intertwining  politics  with 
friendships.  The  Chins  last  year 
campaigned  for  Ray  Flynn  in  the 
final  mayoral  elections. 

Although  he  has  seen  the 
benefits  of  being  involved  in 
politics,  Chin  says,  one  aspect  of 
politics  is  also  coming  to  realize 
some  politicians  will  be  a  dis¬ 
appointment,  pay  lip-service 
and  forget  you  once  he  or  she  is 
elected  into  office. 

Chin  says  he  too  has  picked 
candidates  who  lost,  but  views 
this  as  part  of  his  approach  to 
politics.  “Frank  and  I  base  it  on 
the  heart,  not  the  brain.  We 
support  a  candidate  when  we 
know  him  as  honest,  nice,  cares 
about  the  Chinese,  (but)  maybe 
he  doesn’t  have  a  chance  to 
win,”  he  explains*. 

“If  you  are  a  real  so-called 
politician,  you  pick  the  winner 
no  matter  whether  he’s  a  bad 
guy,  he’s  a  lousy  guy,  he’s  not 
honest.  You  still  pick  him 
because  you  want  to  be  with  the 
winner  and  the  winner  to  help 
you,”  he  adds. 

According  to  Chin,  in  select¬ 
ing  a  candidate  the  key  question 
is  “how  to  get  that  guy  to  pay, 
cash  his  promise.  ’  ’  He  believes 
the  way  to  achieve  this  is  to 
befriend, know  and  trust  the 


VICE  PRESIDENT 

Administrative  Services 

Responsibilities:  A  challenging  career  oppor¬ 
tunity  exists  for  an  individual  with  a  high  energy 
level  and  a  commitment  to  excellence.  You  will 
formulate  policies  and  provide  leadership  in 
directing  the  overall  planning  and  implementa¬ 
tion  of  programs  for  diverse  administrative  areas, 
such  as  Personnel  Services,  Affirmative  Action, 
Athletics,  Physical  Planning  and  Design.  In  ad¬ 
dition,  you  will  be  coordinating  the  activities  of 
various  University  departments,  managing  bud¬ 
gets,  participating  in  selected  major  adminis¬ 
trative  projects,  such  as  those  impacting  physi¬ 
cal  plant  improvement,  and  in  on-going  Univer¬ 
sity  strategic  planning  studies.  Represent  the 
Executive  Vice  President  at  a  variety  of  meetings 
and  conferences,  and  serve  on  a  number  of  key 
University  committees.  Qualifications:  Demon¬ 
strated  leadership  skills  and  a  minimum  of  ten 
years’  experience  in  successfully  managing  ma¬ 
jor  and  diverse  administrative  areas,  including 
the  human  resources  management  function.  Ex¬ 
perience  in  major  planning  and  budgeting  activi¬ 
ties  are  required.  Previous  experience  in  a  high- 
level  administrative  position  in  higher  education 
is  desired.  Candidates  must  have  an  advanced 
degree  and  a  strong  familiarity  with  academic 
settings.  Salary:  Negotiable,  commensurate  with 
qualifications.  Please  send  resume  to:  Search 
for  V.P.(S),  Northeastern  University,  135 
Richards  Hall,  360  Huntington  Avenue,  Bos¬ 
ton,  MA  02115.  Northeastern  is  an  equal 
opportunity/affirmative  action,  Title  IX  University. 


candidate.  You  must  befriend 
the  candidate  to  the  point  you 
know  each  other  on  a  first  name 
basis  and  have  him  or  her,  once 
elected  to  office,  help  you  cut 
down  on  bureaucratic  red  tape 
when  you  want  something  done, 
he  says. 

A  politicians  also  will  feel 
obliged  to  fulfill  promises  if  the 
community  can  show  it  has  and 
will  deliver  its  voting  strength, 
Chin  notes.  “Politicians  can  tell 
who  can  deliver  and  who  can- 
note.” 

To  show  it  has  voting 
strength,  individuals  in  the 
community  must  vote  despite 
reservations  they  may  have 
about  the  ethics  and  effective¬ 
ness  of  electoral  politics  and 
politicians,  he  says.  “(It  may  not 
be)  100  percent  what  we  want, 
but  we  live  in  this  society... (If 
you  don’t  participate)  what 
happens?  How  can  you  get 
anything  better  in  the  Chinese 
community?... You  don’t  in¬ 
volve  the  so-called  negative 
approach.” 

“(You  don’t  have  to  vote)  for 
the  candidate,  but  at  least  you 
vote  as  a  group.  Then  you  have 
the  strength.  Even  though  you 
don’t  like  it... We  have  to  show 
the  block  of  vote,”  he  suggests. 

This  view  reflects  Chin’s 
belief  that  individuals  in  the 


community  have  to  sacrifice  and 
learn  that  even  if  you  don’t  like  a 
person  you  can  still  support  his 
or  her  cause  if  you  believe  it 
benefits  the  entire  community. 

When  a  politician  supports 
you  when  you’re  in  need,  he  or 
she  expects  something  in  return 
when  running  for  office,  Chin 
says.  They  expect  you  to  deliver 
votes,  to  hold  fundraisers  and  do 
other  campaign  work,  he  notes. 

Chin  does  not  see  a  Chinese 
candidate  running  for  city  office 
in  the  near  future.  “OK,  maybe 
some  people  are  really  popular 
...but  so  far  I  don’t  see  any  real 
one  (person)  working  in  Boston, 
in  the  Chinese  community,  who 
can  really  go  out  there  and  really 
hustle  to  get  the  vote  and  do  all 
the  things  for  Chinatown.” 

Different  Voices 

To  Ron  Yee,  executive  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  South  Cove  YMCA, 
politics  means  not  only  having 
your  voice  heard  and  having  a 
channel  to  city  government,  but 
that  a  variety  of  voices  are  heard 
and  have  access  to  public 
officials  even  though  those 
voices  may  not  be  in  agreement. 

Bom  in  the  South  End  and 
a  long-time  resident  of  China- 

Continued  on  page  8 
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CAMEX  is  among  those  rarest  of 
companies  with  technology  so  ad¬ 
vanced,  it  created  an  industry.  Ours  is 
CAD/CAP,  Computer-Aided  Design/ 
Computer-Aided  Publishing,  the  field  that’s 
building  around  our  state-of-the-art  Supers 
Setter  and  other  interactive  graphic  com¬ 
position  systems.  Join  a  new  industry  with 
the  people  who  started  it  all  at  CAMEX. 

BUYER 
Electronics 

Full  purchasing  responsibility  for  compu¬ 
ter  assemblies  and  other  needed  electronic 
components,  while  also  entering  purchase 
orders,  standard  costs,  source  specs  and 
related  information  into  the  MRP  computer 
system,  processing/expediting  purchase  or¬ 
ders  and  preparing  your  own  memos  and 
letters.  We  require  2-3  years’  electronics 
purchasing  experience,  accurate  typing  and 
an  understanding  of  computerized  MRP 
systems. 

ASSISTANT 
BOOKKEEPER 
Part-time 

This  position  offers  a  variety  of  duties  to  a 
versatile  bookkeeper  looking  for  20  flexi¬ 
ble  hours  a  week  (4-5  hrs.  a  day,  5  days  a 
week).  You’ll  process  all  expense  reports; 
write/distribute  checks;  post  cash  receipts, 
journal  entries;  reconcile  bank  statements; 
and  perform  a  variety  of  bookkeeping 
duties  as  needed.  You  must  have  either  an 
AS  in  accounting  or  3-5  years’  relevant 
experience.  Automated  bookkeeping  back¬ 
ground  a  plus. 

Along  with  the  exciting  future  of  a  young, 
dynamic  organization,  CAMEX  offers  fully 
competitive  salaries  and  comprehensive 
benefits  that  include  company-paid  medi¬ 
cal/dental  coverage  and  tuition  reimburse¬ 
ment  —  all  in  a  untraditlonally  open,  non¬ 
smoking  environment  right  near  South  Sta¬ 
tion.  Please  reply  to  G.  Gauthier,  CAMEX, 
Inc.,  210  Lincoln  St,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1.  No 
phone  calls,  please.  An  Equal  Opportunity 
Employer. 

CAM  EX 

A  GRAPHIC  EXAMPLE  OF  SUCCESS 


SAMPAN 


May  1,1984 


May  1, 1984 


SAMPAN 


1 70X  A  CHANQ£: 

JVen>  Asian  American  jPoetry 

-  Edited  by  Fred  Wei -h an  Hour) 


Give  me  freedom, 
and  no  one  will  be  born  servant  or  slave 
the  way  America  legalized  Black  slavery, 
no  child  born  unwanted,  forced  upon  a  woman 
by  Church  or  State. 

Give  me  equality, 
and  working  people  will  be  better  off 
by  half  again  as  much, 
over  half  the  women  working 
for  fifty-seven  cents  on  the  dollar. 

Give  me  justice, 
and  women  and  children  won't  be 
the  "natural  victims"  of  this  society 
gone  crazy,  rotten  with  violence. 

Give  me  all  of  this, 
and  I'll  be  ready 
to  shake  worlds 
destroy  empires,  lead  armies 
overthrow  hierarchies 
give  birth  to  artists  out-dazzling  the  stars 
create  new  sciences,  break  the  speed  of  light 
cast  aside  all  obstacles 
so  that  humanity  can  become 
all  that  we  can  be. 


The  Artists 

Heidi  Chang  is  a  freelance  illustrator  and  designer  living  and 
working  in  San  Francisco.  She  is  a  graduate  of  the  Rhode  Island 
School  of  Design  and  works  on  East  Wind  magazine. 

Aiko  Furamoto  has  been  published  in  Unity  newspaper,  among 
other  Movement  publications,  and  has  given  community  readings  on 
the  West  Coast  and  in  Boston. 

Thom  Lee  was  born  in  Hong  Kong,  raised  in  San  Francisco.  He 
began  writing  at  age  14  and  has  since  been  pubished  in  East  Wind, 
Bridge,  Echoes  From  Gold  Mountain,  and  Sunbury  Press. 

Genny  Lim  is  a  poet,  playwright,  author  and  singer .  She  wrote  the 
award-winning  play,  "Paper  Angels,"  co-authored  Island:  Poetry 
and  History  of  Chinese  Immigrants  on  Angel  Island,  1910- 1940,  and 
has  finished  a  new  play,  "The  Sky  Never  Stops. ' '  She  is  one  of  the 
most  published  Asian  American  writers  today. 

Janice  Mirikitani  is  one  of  the  major  contemporary  Asian  American 
writers.  She  is  also  a  tireless  activist,  dancer  and  choreographer .  She 
is  an  editor  of  Ayumi,  the  most  comprehensive  anthology  of 
Japanese  American  literature,  and  has  published  a  collection  of  her 
own  creative  writings.  Awake  in  the  River ,  which  is  in  its  second 
printing. 

G.T.  Wong  is  a  long-time  Asian  Movement  and  labor  activist  and  a 
popular  Asian  American  Poet.  His  dynamic  readings  have  been 
presented  throughout  the  East  Coast.  He  intends  to  publish  his  own 
collection  of  writings  entitled  Duke  It  Out  in  the  near  future. 


This  is  New  Asian  American  Poetry.  In  tune  with  every  breathing  moment  of  our  past 
and  present,  yet,  it  calls  for  a  change  (socially  and  artistically),  to  move  us  in  better 
preparation  of  heart,  mind  and  soul,  to  a  higher  level  of  thought  and  action.  And  this  is 
indeed  a  change  —  to  be  about  change  consciously  and  creatively. 

Previous  collections  of  Asian  American  literature  and  poetry  sought  to  introduce  the 
writing,  to  make  it  more  familiar  and  appreciated.  This  task  continues  to  be  important  to 
awaken  and  develop  our  national  identities  and  cultural  dignity,  which  has  been 
systematically  denied  to  Asians  in  America  as  part  of  the  inequality  of  our  oppression.  So 
the  validity  of  Asian  American  Poetry  is  not  the  point.  These  particular  writings  were  not 
assembled  together  because  they  simply  happen  to  be  written  by  persons  of  Asian 
descent  in  America.  Rather,  these  selected  poets  begin  from  the  life  of  all  of  us,  of  our 
Asian  American  Experience.  Their  writing/art  embodies  the  great  tradition  of  Asian 
American  culture:  its  sanguine  realism,  dignity,  strength  and  relentless  fighting  spirit. 

New  Asian  American  Poetry  calls  forth  the  new,  what  is  coming  into  being.  Saying 
something  new  in  a  new  way. 

These  poets  include  recognized  and  yet-to-be  recognized  voices,  men  and  women  of 
both  coasts.  The  poetry  is  Asian  American  in  every  fiber^nd  universal  in  its  offering. 

Fred  Houn,  March,  1984 


THE  LUNATIC  COWBOY 
WITH  THE  MUSHROOM  CLOUDED  EYES 

by  Thom  Lee 

A  newly  born  jewel 
arrogantly  radiates 
from  the  third  eye  of  thecarribean. 

Snatched  away 
by  a  has  been  holly  wood  cowboy 

Murdered  the  bishop 
and  made  off  with  his  crown. 
He  looted  the  mangoe  groves 
and  sucked  the  sugar  cane  fields  dry. 

Even  kidnapped 
sleepy  eyed  anatomy  students 
and  a  few  patriotic  cadavers. 
For  their  own  safety,  of  course. 

What  more  do  he  want? 
He  owns  all  the  banana  plantations 
in  central  america. 
Has  a  monopoly  on  marble  (his  favorite  pastime) 
says  he’s  nuts 
if  he’ll  let  the  Reds  in  on  it. 

This  lunatic  cowboy 
with  the  mushroomed  clouded  eyes 
is  one  big  F.I.G. 
Who  else  would  lasso 
freedom  and  put  him  in  the  county  jail. 

‘‘Well,  Eugeniadarling... 

I  just  raise  the  bail  everytime  those  numbskulls 
bail  him  out.  I  go  and  lasso  him  right  back  in. 
Heehaw.  Freedom  is  big  business,  y’know.” 

Next  time 
we'll  plant  freedom 
inacoconuttree 
and  let  ole  blockhead 
try  to  shake  it  out. 


Dis-  Appearance 

Hey  I'm  gonna  make  myself  invisible 
so  when  you  pass  thru 
you  won't  know  what  hit  you 

there'll  be  no  mirrors  to  score 
your  performance  on  the  image  scale 
no  dark-haired  nymph  to  suck  you  into  oblivion 

when  you  look  thru  the  ether 
you'll  see  a  hollow  with 
the  sparks  of  your  own  eyes  flickering 
you'll  hear  me  laugh,  raw  raucous,  goading  you 
feel  my  limbs,  they  are  tendrils  climbing 
take  you  up  in  flames 
but  look,  you'll  see  nothing  —  just  the  fog  shifting 
your  own  reflection,  rippling,  distorting,  dissolving 

in  ashes 

If  I  was  nothing  but 
a  spirit,  a  fleshless  form 
unmattered 

an  empty  canvas  for  you  to  paint  your  penis  on 
you  could  penetrate  mirrors,  ignite  cocktail  parties 
swagger  thru  revolving  door  romances 
remaining  shadowless,  memoryless 

It  would  be  so  easy,  so  simple,  not  to  be 
wound  like  a  clock,  crippled  by  reason,  doubt 
without  the  need  to  define  the  moment  or 
caution  the  heart 
the  apparition  being 
itself 
the  end 


Genny Lim 
copyright  1983 


A  Polemic  On  Poesy 

They  tell  me 
I  ain’t  qualified 
to  be  a  poet. 

I  don ’t  wear  thick  Trotsky  glasses 
Or  sip  cappucino  in  sidewalk  cafes. 

I  drink  dark  rum  instead  of 
white  wine 

&  I  never  wear  cordoroy  coats  with  elbow  patches. 

They  tell  me  I  ain  ’t  qualified . 

I ’m  never  at  the  right  places  to  be  seen 
Nor  do  I  hang  out  with  the 
Right  people. 

I’m  too  ignorant  to  know  who ’s  who 

in  the  "In’’  crowd  &  never  read 

Whispers  &  Whinings  of  an  Alienated  Muse  nor 

Nobody  Knows  How  1  Feel  —  Me,  me,  me  by 

Sen  Sytv  Dyarrhea. 

I  fall  asleep  at  poetry  readings  where 
you  can ’t  hear  the  reader  ’ s  voice  although 
everything’s  quiet  as  a  wake. 

I’d  rather  play  tackle  football,  shoot  ugly  possums 
or  take  a  good  crap. 

I’m  told  that  I’m  skinny  enough 
to  be  a  poet,  but  not 
wimpy  enough. 

I'm  too  macho  &  rowdy, 

&  besides,  I  never  finished  college.  After  all, 

I  work  —  really !  I  work!  And 

have  a  family,  been  married  ten  years 

&  never  got  no  fellowship.  Until  yesterday, 

I  thought  fellowship  was  something 
them  gay  dudes  did . 

But  there’s  more  to  it. 

They  tell  me  I  ain ’t  qualified  to  be  no  poet  because 

I  ain ’t  abstract  or  intellectual  enough .  It  ain 't 
poetry 

if  it  is  simple  &  direct  &  people  can 
actually  understand  you.  I’m  told. 

Besided,  I’m  too  old-fashioned  and  come  up 
with  rhymes, 

&  after  all,  these  are  modern  times, 

&  on  occasion,  I  ack-chew-ly  mis-per-nounce  words. 

Stick  around,  y’all. 

It  gets 

crazier 

by 

the 


They  tell  me  I  can ’t  be  no  poet 
because  I’m  not  enough  of  a  liar. 

Instead  of  smokescreens,  I  kick  down  the  door. 

I’m  told  that  I  should  be  a  neurotic  snob 
And  insulate  myself  from  the  unruly  mob. 

Worse  of  all,  in  so  many  words,  they  tell  me 
I  ain’t  no  poet  'cause  I’m  no  pimp  or  a  whore. 

Well,  the  hell  with  it. 

I  can 't  be  chained. 

Call  me  the  anti-poet. 

When  it's  all  said  &  done, 

The  man  or  woman  in  the  street. 

The  winos  in  the  park , 

The  folks  who  hate  poetry, 

&  Poets  who  are  real  Poets 

will  finally  decide  decisively  what  Poetry  is  &  what 
poetry  ain’t. 

They  the  best  judges.  They  know  what 
Life  is  ’cause  they 
really  gotta  live  it. 

and  they  tell  me: 

Keep  on  writing. 

GT  Wong  1983 
copyrighted 


AT  A  NON  MEETING  OF  METAPHYSICAL  MINDS 

And  they  asked 
why  I  don’t  write 
about  cherry  blossoms  and  tea 
the  quaint  art  of  sushi 
ikebana  and  odori 
the  magnificence  of  Mt.  Fuji, 
and  they  seemed  astonished 
that  I  could  speak  little  and  write 
no  Japanese. 

So  I  told  them  about 
my  grandparents  who  came  here 
a  hundred  years  ago 
as  indentured  servants  on 
plantations, 

saving  enough  for  their  sons 
to  buy  land,  grow  crops  from  rock, 
fingernails  bleeding,  dropping 
babies  in  the  fields, 
about  how 

after  so  many  years  of  quiet 
labor,  suddenly, 

they/we  with  110,000  other  Americans 

of  Japanese  ancestry, 

were  thrown  into  concentration  camps 

because  of  the  color  of  our 

skin,  and  because  they  thought 

we  were  not  American  enough. 

And  I  told  them 
about  Vincent  Chin 
who  was  beaten  to  death 
in  Detroit  by  unemployed  auto 
workers  who  thought  he  was 
Japanese,  Datsun/Toyota/Nissan 
rolled  into  one  innocent  Chinese  American 
and  blamed  for 
Reagan’s  economy. 

And  I  told  them  of 
several  generations  before  me, 

Asians  built  railroads  connecting 

the  West,  and  laundered  shirts,  and  fielded 

farms,  labored  in  factories  and  sweatshops 

and  grocery  stores  and  occasionally  got  lynched, 

sold  into  brothels,  and  even  though  locked 

out  on  Angel  Island,  locked  into 

Tule  Lake,  still  survived. 

And  no,  I  had  not  climbed  Mt.  Fuji 
but  I  know  well  the  Transamerica  building  that 
looms  over  demolished  ashes  of  the  I.  Hotel 
and  displaced  Manongs,  sweatshops,  and 
poverty’s  projects. 

So  when  they  ask 

why  I  am  not  enchanted  by  the  metaphysical  images 
of  sleep,  I  will  answer: 

with  the  objective  correlative 
of  ikebana  embracing  heaven,  earth  and  humankind 
to  embrace  the  struggles  of  our  people. 

with  the  symbolism  of  odori 
to  unbind  my  confining  obi,  loosen  my  kimono  skirts 
and  kick  high  my  poetic  foot . 

with  my  metaphor  of  cherry  blossons 
scattering  as  voices  in  the  wind  over  the  grave 
of  Vincent  Chin. 

and  extend  my  vision 
to  thunder  growing  high  on  the  mountain 
and  waterfalls,  terrible/swift/undeniable 
in  their  paths  for  justice. 

Janice  Mirikitani 
November,  1983 
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Democrats  To  Elect  Minority  Delegates 


As  the  result  of  a  1983 
amendment  to  the  Democratic 
Party  Charter,  the  Democratic 
State  Committee  now  needs  to 
elect  an  additional  56  minority 
delegates  to  the  1984  state 
convention  scheduled  for  Wor¬ 
cester  on  June  8  and  9.  The 
delegates  will  come  from  the 
minority  target  groups  de¬ 
scribed  in  the  Party  Charter: 
Asian/Pacific  Americans, 
Blacks,  Hispanics,  Native  Amer¬ 
icans  and  Cape  Verdeans. 

The  nominating  committee 
will  meet  Fri. ,  May  4  at  6  p.m.  at 
the  Democratic  State  Committee 
office  at  11  Beacon  St.,  suite 
426,  Boston  to  prepare  recom¬ 
mendations  to  the  Caucus  of 
Minority  Democrats,  which  will 


meet  Mon. ,  May  7  at  6:30p.m.  at 
the  Parker  House.  The  State 
Committee  will  meet  Wed.,  May 
16  at  7:30p.m.  to  elect  the 
minority  at-large  delegates. 

On  May  16  at  7:30p.m.,  the 
State  Committee  also  will  meet 
to  elect  14  affirmative  action 
members,  which  will  include  one 
Asian/Pacific  American.  The 
nominating  committee  for  these 
seats  will  meet  Mon.,  May  14  at 
6p.m.  Persons  interested  in 
these  seats  should  file  a  letter  of 
interest  with  biographical  infor¬ 
mation  with  the  Democratic 
State  Committee  by  May  7. 

All  meetings  are  open  to  the 
public  and  nominations  may  be 
made  from  the  floor  at  any  stage. 


Civil  Service  Exams 


The  State  Department  of 
Personnel  Administration  will 
administer  an  examination  open 
to  the  general  public  for  the 
positions  of  Semi-Senior  Ac¬ 
countant  and  Junior  Account¬ 
ant.  Applications  for  these  ex¬ 
aminations  must  be  submitted 
no  later  than  May  4,  1984. 

Applicants  for  semi-seniqr 
accountant  must  have  at  least 
two  years  of  full-time,  or  equiva¬ 
lent  part-time,  professional  ex¬ 
perience  in  accounting  or  audit¬ 
ing  work,  or  any  equivalent 


combination  of  such  experience. 

Applicants  for  the  position  of 
junior  accountant  must  have  at 
least  one  year  of  full-time,  or 
equivalent  part-time  profession¬ 
al  experience  in  accounting  or 
auditing  work,  or  any  equivalent 
combination  of  such  experience. 

To  take  an  examination,  appli¬ 
cants  must  file  an  Application 
for  Civil  Service  Examination, 
For  IF,  by  May  4. 

For  more  information,  call 
727-1590  and  ask  for  an  Em¬ 
ployment  Specialist. 


Free  Eye  and  Ear  Exams  for  Boston  Elderly 


If  you  are  a  Boston  resident, 
are  55  years  or  older  and  do  not 
have  an  eye  doctor,  you  can  sign 
up  for  a  free  eye  exam  once 
every  three  years,  through  the 
BRIGHT  EYES  program  at  the 
Boston  City  Hospital  Eye  Clinic. 
The  Hospital  also  offers  free 
hearing  exams  for  the  elderly. 

You  can  make  an  appointment 
simply  by  calling  the  Mayor’s 
’"■Elderly  HMlffid’,’* ht  '"722-4646. 


Eye  clinics  are  held  onTuesday 
and  Wednesday  mornings  and 
hearing  clinics  each  Thursday 
morning.  The  last  clinics  before 
the  summer  recess  are  being 
filled  now. 

Transportation  is  provided 
with  a  group  from  your  neigh¬ 
borhood,  to  and  from  the  clinic. 
A  complimentary  breakfast  will 

rarsb*b*e'§eiM>ar'  r  *•”" 


*  Politics 

Continued  from  page  5 

town,  Yee  in  the  1970’s  worked 
for  the  City  on  Boston  200  and 
Walk  to  the  Sea.  Through  his 
dealings  with  local  government, 
he  says,  he  has  learned  that  one 
person  or  a  small  group  of 
people  always  make  the  deci¬ 
sions  for  Chinatown. 

“As  far  as  politics  goes, 
there’s  no  leader  in  this  commu¬ 
nity  who  can  speak  for  this 
community,  that  has  the  respect 
of  the  entire  community  or  the 
presence.  We  need  some  cham¬ 
pion,  new  blood... to  pull  us 
together,’’  Yee  says. 

Today,  he  contends,  some 
people  lend  their  support  to 
leaders  in  the  community  less 
out  of  a  feeling  of  respect, 
enthusiasm  and  free  choice  than 
a  sense  of  fear  of  retribution  if 
they  do  not  ‘  ‘march  to  the  beat  of 
the  drummer.’’ 

The  type  of  leader  the  commu¬ 
nity  needs  is  someone  who  is 
honest,  hardworking,  sincere, 
articulate  and  charismatic,  and 
moreover,  could  be  the  first 
potential  candidate  the  commu¬ 
nity  has  to  offer  for  city  or  state 
office,  he  says.  That  person  also 
would  have  the  ability  to  build  a 
solid  coalition  within  the  com¬ 
munity,  he  adds.  “It  can  be  alot 
of  people  who  have  been  here  (in 
the  community)  who  have  been 
quiet,”  he  notes. 

Yee,  who  supported  Larry 
DiCara’s  mayoral  campaign  last 
year,  believes  that  the  first  time 
an  Asian  runs  for  office,  the  race 
will  be  a  contest.  He  doesn’t 
expect  the  city  to  embrace  an 
Asian  candidate,  but  thinks 
people  would  take  notice.  “An 
Asian  would  have  a  different 
shot  at  city  council  or  state 
representative.  There’s  a  cer¬ 
tain  amount  of  respect  for 
Asians,  and  there  should  be. 
We’ve  managed  to  do  things 
quietly...,  to  work  very  hard  to 
get  where  we  are  today  without 
‘most'oTEhe  violence,  without  the  * 


political  clout  that  some  people 
have  had,”  he  says. 

Yee  believes  that  the  commu¬ 
nity  is  apathetic  to  the  point  that 
“it’s  frightening,”  because  just 
as  with  other  communities 
throughout  the  rest  of  the 
nation,  people  believe  that  no 
candidate  or  elected  official  will 
pay  attention  to  it,  that  politi¬ 
cians  are  crooks  or  that  there  is 
little  difference  between  them. 

At  the  same  time,  though,  he 
sees  the  community  is  now 
learning  how  to  use  its  numbers 
and  its  dollars  to  bring  change. 
“This  could  be  a  powerful 
community... This  community  a- 
lone  could  determine  who  the 
(next  state)  representative  is.. if 
all  the  potential  voters  in  this 
community  vote  for  or  against  a 
candidate,”  Yee  claims. 

He  believes,  however,  that 
people  in  the  community 
shouldn’t  feel  compelled  to 
consult  one  another  about  sup¬ 
porting  a  particular  candidate 
and  that  if  someone  believes  in  a 
candidate,  he  or  she  should  go 
ahead  and  support  that  candi¬ 
date. 

Yee  would  like  to  see  those 
people  now  in  their  twenties  who 
have  left  the  community  return 
and  get  involved  in  politics.  “It 
takes  alot  of  energy  to  do  the 
physical  campaigning. .  .so 
you’ve  got  to  involve  the 
younger  people... They 're  the 
ones  who  really  can  do  the  most 
for  the  community... The  future 
lies  with  those  two  generations 
removed  from  us.  What  we’re 
doing  today,  they’re  going  to 
end  up  holding  that  basket... If 
you  get  them  involved  now,  they 
could  have  a  say  in  what  we’re 
going  to  hand  to  them.” 

Getting  Youth  Involved 

Robert  Guen,  a  dentist  and 
life-long  resident  of  Boston, 
believes  that  during  the  past  six 
years  Chinatown  has  experience 
a  “brain  drain.”  People  who 
grew  up  in  Chinatown  are 
getting  married  and  ntpXWftftVt.. 
meaning  the  few  remaining 


people  who  have  stayed  involved 
in  the  community  must  now  do 
more  work  and  seek  votes 
among  the  youth  in  areas  like 
Brighton  before  they  leave  the 
city. 

“It’s  time  for  young  people 
my  age  and  the  sons  and 
daughters  of  immigrants  to 
become  involved  in  politics.  All 
other  races  have  done  it.  We 
have  the  mental  and  business 
capability,  and  it's  a  mistake  not 
to  use  it,  ”  Guen  says.  “Our 
fathers  and  countrymen  need 
City  programs  and  services 
more,  and  it’s  up  to  us  to  help 
them.  The  community  will  be 
much  stronger  for  it.” 

Guen,  who  supported  Larry 
DiCara  in  the  preliminary  and 
Ray  Flynn  in  the  final  elections 
for  mayor  last  year  and  ran  voter 
registration  dirives  targeted  at 
youth,  believes  that  still  too 
small  a  group  of  people  from  the 
community  vote.  “I  couldn’t 
care  less  about  the  level  of 
political  activity  in  Boston  if 
every  Chinese  citizen  registered 
to  vote  and  voted  their  won 
choice,”  he  says. 

He  sees  a  positive  change  that 
occurred  during  the  1983  elec¬ 
tions.  Although  the  generation 
now  in  their  twenties  and  thirties 
in  the  community  supported  a 
number  of  different  candidates, 
*  ‘the  good  thing  is  we  could  sit 
down  and  talk  about  it  and  not 
feel  bitter  about  it,”  he  notes. 
‘  ‘This  kind  of  dialogue  could  not 
have  happened  during  (earlier) 
elections.  I  think  it’s  good 
because  no*  matter  what  your 
views  are,  it’s  important  not  to 
take  things  personally,  because 
we’re  all  part  of  the  same 
community  and  can  still  stay 
friends.” 
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